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Class  1: 
The Seven Commandments: Their Order 

1. Our List 

Welcome to our Noahide Torah Classes. We will learn the basics of the Noahide Seven 

Commandments in the order they appear in the Torah.  

Although the Commandments have been listed in several ways, this class will use the 

following order:  

I IDOLATRY  

II ADULTERY,  

III BLOODSHED,  

IV THEFT,  

V INJUSTICE,  

V BLASPHEMY  

VII Eating a limb from a living Animal. 

The reasons for this particular order are as follows: 

2. The Halachic reason 

Most Rabbinical Authorities place IDOALTRY as the first Commandment. In this, they 

follow the Sinai’s Ten Commandments that start: “I Am the Lord, Your God, Who took you 

out of Egypt; thou shall not have any God beside me….”  

 

According to the Talmud ADULTERY is second followed by BLOODSHED. These three 

‘major’ Commandments are grouped together since they demand ‘sanctification,’ meaning 

we should surrender our lives rather than violate them. This may not be true with regard to 

the last four Commandments: THEFT, INJUSTICE and BLASPHEMY.  
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Thus,  

If we are forced to worship IDOLS, we should surrender our lives rather than comply.  

If we are forced to commit ADULTERY, we should give our lives rather than comply.  

If we are forced to KILL someone, we should surrender our own life rather than save them 

with the cost of other people’s lives. 

This is why tradition places these ‘major’ three at the top of the list. 

3. Are BN obligated to sanctify the Creator’s Name? 

Israel is obligated to sanctify HaShem’s Name with our lives--rather than violate His 

Commandments—by the verse in Leviticus that says, “and I shall be sanctified among the 

Children of Israel.”  

Are BN also obligated by this Commandment?  

Recently, several rabbinical authorities have revisited this issue and concluded although 

BN are not OBLIGATED to sanctify HaShem’s Name, they are REWARDED for it. 

The following Talmudic Story illustrates the issue. After the Temple destruction, the Romans took 

Rabbi H. Ben Tradion out to be burnt on the stake for the sin of teaching Torah. They wrapped his 

body with a wet Torah Scroll to prologue his agony. In addition they placed a wet cotton sponge 

between his body and the Scroll to slow his death. A fat Roman soldier (‘centurion’) turned the 

burning wooden logs so that the fire would not extinguish. 

Having noticed that the Rabbi’s lips were moving, the fat solider asked: “Rabbi, what do are you 

saying? Do you wish to die fast? Should I increase the fire?” 

Faintly, the Rabbi answered: “If I had asked you to do this, the Heavenly Court would regard me as 

committing suicide.”  

“Why were you condemned to death?”  

“I taught Torah,” The Rabbi said.  

“What’s your God’s reward for sanctifying His Name?” the fat solider asked.  

“A share in the World-to-Come,” the Rabbi whispered.  

“Rabbi, take me with you!” The centurion cried out and jumped into the fire. They say that his fat 

increased the fire so much that the two of them died fast. A Voice then came from Heavens saying: 

“The Rabbi and the Centurion are to share the World-to-Come together.” 

From this the Rabbis concluded that BN get the same reward as Israel for the sanctification 

of HaShem’s Name. 
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4. Logical reason for the proper order 

There is logic behind placing the Seven Commandments in the above order:  

IDOLATRY comes first, since if you don’t fear HaShem what would stop you from violating 

ADULTERY? 

And if you’ve violated ADULTERY, what would you expect if not the husband’s rage and 

subsequent BLOODHSED? 

And if you’ve violated someone’s wife, why not violate his property resulting in THEFT? 

And if you’ve stolen, why not cheat and lie, committing INJUSTICE? 

And if you live in a society that has violated all the above, you’d curse the moment you’d 

been born, curse your mother and father, curse your Creator –committing BLASPHEMY 

That’s why the Commandments come in the above logical order 

5. The Torah order 

The Torah text introduces the Commandments in the following order:  

IDOLATRY --with the Story of Creation 

ADULTERY-- with the story of Eden.  

BLOODSHED - -with the Story of Cain slaying Abel 

THEFT –with Abraham and his struggle against abduction and theft, INJUSTICE—with 

Jacob, who spent his life fighting for it 

We’ll discuss these stories in details. Now, what is IDOLATRY? 

END OF NOAHIDE TORAH CLASS 1 
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