What is a conservative athe-
ist? Isn't that an oxymoron?
Well, Frank Cress thinks that
it is a valid position and, in
fact, thinks he can convince
vou that the conservative
atheist position is most ratio-
nal of all. Come along for
discussion on a wide variety
of subjects ranging from
abortion to gay rights, from
raising atheist children to
software development tech-
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For the many people close to me that have helped me find my socio-
political self. You have read with me, shared your thoughts, listened to
mine, argued and even sometimes agreed. To my family for putting up
with my constant analysis and difficulty with convention. I am indebted to
many of those same indwiduals for their repeated critical and uncritical
reviews of this text and for showing me that there actually may be some
interest in these subjects other than between my own ears.
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Introduction

If a man will begin with certainties, he shall end in doubts; but if he will be
content to begin with doubts, he shall end in certainties.

~Francis Bacon

I guess I never really thought about it but, anyone can write. For
most of my life I've been pretty opinionated and pretty talkative. As a
student I was always in trouble for talking out of turn. I suppose I
was disruptive but not in a hurtful way. I didn’t bully other students
around and I didn’t talk back to teachers. I just always had something
on my mind. More often than not that something came out of my
mouth. My father and his father were successful lifelong salesmen,
each with the gift of gab. My mother’s side of the family is bursting
with campfire storytellers that filled my summer vacations with vivid
pictures of family tales and local backwoods lore. As I matured I
began to read books for pleasure. I devoured layman’s science books
and magazines and as a result became all the more opinionated. I was
always seeking an outlet for my thoughts. I was an atheist. I'd talk to
anyone that would talk to me about it. It was always hard to find
another teenager that wanted to discuss science but at the same time
wasn’t a Star Trek freak or into some other hobby that turned them
into social misfits.

As I grew older I also began to recognize my interest in politics
and social constructs. I was a conservative. I honed my political
opinions throughout my 30’s and early 40’s. I really didn’t even know
the difference between a conservative or a liberal until I was in my
30’s. I really see that as part of my purity —I hadn’t a clue about bi-
partisan politics, left and right. I didn’t know that the two political
parties were so clearly and fundamentally divided in such predictable
ways. I didn’t know the motivating forces behind the Republican and
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Democratic parties in my native United States. I did have clear
political views and like everyone else I had positions on the issues in
the news. What I didn’t have was an affiliation with a political party.

When I realized that many people considered the notion of a
conservative atheist an oxymoron I was really struck by how divided
the two viewpoints really are. Why couldn’t I be conservative and
atheist? 1 scoured the web for others like me. Why is there no
conservativeatheist.com on the World Wide Web, I wondered? I
thought, “I've got something to say, so I'll buy that domain and see
what happens”. I bought the conservativeatheist.com domain and I
wrote. I really liked having an outlet for views that I've long
maintained. I've found that summarizing books after reading them is
a good way to internalize the content as is discussing them with
friends. I'm frequently and pleasantly surprised with visitors from all
over the United States and around the world. The vast majority are
overwhelmingly positive. I always ask new visitors how they found
my site and most say that they were simply looking for others that
held conservative views but didn’t believe in god. Well, they found
me and I found them.

This book has its roots in the writings on my web page with
additions inspired by my aim to publish. Please understand that I
have not had social or religious philosophy published before. I'll
cover many topics in this book on which I am not expert or formally
trained. I will give you my opinions whether you like them or not.
Because I am admittedly not expert in most subjects covered I
welcome critique and even argument. Since I maintain that my views
are based on reason I'm open to change if presented with compelling,
reasoned viewpoints that contradict my own.
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I am against religion because it teaches us to be satisfied with not
understanding the world.

~Richard Dawkins
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Chapter 1

What is a Conservative Atheist?

Historians will have to face the fact that natural selection determined the
evolution of cultures in the same manner as it did that of species.

~Konrad Lorenz

From Dictionary.com:

Conservative:

1. The inclination, especially in politics, to maintain the existing or
traditional order.

2. A political philosophy or attitude emphasizing respect for
traditional institutions, distrust of government activism, and
opposition to sudden change in the established order.

Atheist:

1. One who disbelieves or denies the existence of a God, or supreme
intelligent being.

Political conservatism coupled with atheism is a combination that
you don't see much of, overtly, anyway. That's really the main
motivation behind my web site and the reason I'm writing this book. I
am a die-hard capitalist with mostly conservative cultural views. I
disagree with the leftist/liberal agenda popular among atheists and
feel that it is approaching socialism at best and blatant anti-
Americanism at worst. At the same time I do not subscribe to the
religious foundation that is so strongly attached to the
right/conservative agenda in the United States and elsewhere. I find
no reason to believe in any of the roughly 100,000 religions based on
the estimated 2,500 gods that have been identified since the time of
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the Neanderthals. I read a great deal of both conservative publications
and publications about atheism or skepticism in general but seldom
do I see writings that support both views simultaneously.

I feel that the conservative atheist viewpoint is truly one that is
pure, thoughtful, reasonable and devoid of any obligations of
following with religious or political tradition. Traditional
conservatives and liberals or Republicans and Democrats in the
United States are renowned for voting the “party line”. They feel that
since they’ve decided that their individual ideals align best with one
party or the other they will always choose that side and concede any
instances where they don’t agree with their selected ticket. There are
so many issues that it really is not possible these days to completely
agree with a team so you choose a few issues that matter to you and
side with the team that sees those specific issues as you do.

Religious people tend to be against abortion and often see that as
the single factor in an election. Liberals tend to be pro-abortion and
see the conservative position as a breach of a woman’s rights.
Abortion tends to get lots of attention around election time but is it
really central to the daily operation of most of our lives? It is not.
Most voters haven’t been or won’t be personally put in a position
where they’ll want an abortion but can’t get one or the unimaginable
predicament of not wanting an abortion but being forced to get one. I
think most people would agree that it is irrational and even
irresponsible to choose your candidates based on one such issue.
Consequently, you find another issue where the anti-abortion side
agrees with you, like prayer in school. Now you say to yourself, “Ok,
that’s two issues that we agree on.” Here’s where the trouble starts.
You know that there will be issues on which you and your chosen
side do not agree. You tend to dismiss those issues as not significant,
which can be a mistake, or you mold your own views to fit in with the
rest of the team’s views. For example, by choosing the side of the
religious right based on the abortion issue you are forced into being
against stem cell research. Stem cell research is a field that will
someday no doubt benefit everyone in some way. Lives will be
lengthened, diseases will be cured but since you are pro-life when it
comes to abortion you can’t pro-life in the strictest sense.

Conversely, let's say you are a liberal. You are against the
liberation of Iraq because people are dying and you feel that Saddam
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should be given time to work things out on his own. At the same time
your team is passionate about women’s rights and feels that the
United States is the great oppressor of women. When you are asked to
look at the horrible rights violations of women in Iraq and throughout
Islam you are forced to turn your head so you can maintain allegiance
with your team.

So, I understand the basic reasoning for choosing sides but can’t I
use my brain instead of my emotions to determine right from wrong,
right from left? Can’t I be against reparations for slavery but at the
same time support abortions under certain circumstances? Can’t I be
opposed to large government welfare programs but still support stem
cell research? Why not, I ask? If I'm not completely comfortable with
the agenda of the homosexual community does it have to be because I
think gays are sinners? Can’t these and other issues be looked at from
a non-partisan perspective and one that does not ever involve the fear
that someone will attempt to “play the role of god”?

The conservative atheist is the individual that uses reason to guide
their decisions. We haven’t chosen sides with a broad brush stroke.
Siding entirely with the right or the left at this point puts us in
jeopardy of either living in a constrictive Christian church state or a
socialist/communist economic nightmare. The conservative atheist
stance is truly the only one that will allow us to successfully achieve a
total separation between church and state as our forefathers clearly
envisioned while maintaining the capitalist democracy foundation
that made this country great.

A few years ago I began searching for web sites and/or books that
support my unusual non-partisan position. Needless to say my search
came up almost empty. Lately searches seem to be turning up more
sites, articles and postings that speak of conservative political views
without the religious dogma. I also continue to get an increasing
number of visits to ConservativeAtheist.com from people that I don't
know. I'm not sure exactly how to explain what appears to be a
heightened interest but my first inclination is that is it due to the 2004
presidential elections and the renewed interest in the inherent
political debates. Still, there must be more of us out there that strive to
live true to predominantly conservative values and morals but at the
same time know that religious views are not consistent with what we
know about the world today. There must be more people who want
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the best of both worlds. Is that too much to ask? If you are one of us,
think you might be, or even if this pisses you off, please read on.
Hopefully the information contained in these pages will make you
think about your preconceptions of both conservatives and atheists
alike.
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